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Cigarettes After Church
by Thomas Robert Barnes
They file out
as they had come in,
each to his own skin,
thought hovering
above them like wisps,
a reflection of their clasped hands,
what trifle that can be held.
With bristly hair, dark eyes, 
noses, and ears, and stature, 
each bears the culture, 
two kisses for a stalwart widow.
Outside, they huddle like sheep, 
uttering Basque and French.
Smatters of laughter sparkle 
beneath the smoke of their cigarettes.
Then slowly, then more quickly, 
they dissipate into its fabric, 
the streets, the night.
